
January 2026 

 Welcome to 2026!  I hope you and 
your family had a great holiday season.  It’s 
always great to spend time with family,  
especially during the holidays. 
 As we have turned over the calendar to 
a new year, I want to remind you that we 
have our farm recordkeeping books in stock 
so feel free to stop in and pick one up.  It’s 
always good to start the year off right by 
keeping good records and these books can 
help you accomplish this. 
 Wishing you and yours a great 2026. 
 As always, feel free to call or email me 
if you have any questions. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Bryce Roberts, 
Spencer County Extension Agent for  
Agriculture and Natural Resources  

More Information 
 As always, if you need 
more information, feel free to 
call me at 477-2217.   
You can also email me at  
broberts@uky.edu or you can visit my  
website to view archived newsletters and 
news articles.  The web address is: 
www.spencerextension.com 

Soil Sample Now 
 This is a reminder that once your crops 
or gardens are finished for this year, it is a 
great time to sample your fields, gardens, or 
lawns to see what type and how much fertilizer 
you need to make the soil as productive as  
possible.   
 For each sample you want to submit, we 
need at least one pint (sandwich bag) of dry 
soil 4-8 inches below the soil surface.  Please 
put your name and sample ID (north lawn,  
hayfield 2, etc.) on each bag.  During this time 
of the year, the lab is not as busy as it is in the 
spring, so we can get your results back to you 
usually a few days sooner than other times  
during the year. 
 This is a free service provided by the 
Spencer Co. Conservation District.  Thanks to 
them for sponsoring the soil sampling program. 
 Our office is open normal business 
hours (8 am until 4:30 pm), but you have the 
option to drop off your samples anytime you 
like.   
 As you pull into our parking lot, please 
go to the right to the back of our building.  You 
will then see our pavilion and on the pavilion, 
you will see a black tub with a yellow top to 
the right of the double doors.  Inside the tub, 
you will find some paperwork that you will 
need to fill out so that we can properly test 
your soil.  Place the paperwork and samples 
back into the tub.  I’ll review the results and 
mail or email them to you in 2-3 weeks.   
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Beginning Producer Series 
 Spencer, Bullitt, and Jefferson  
Counties are starting a new Beginning  
Producer Series, which will start January 27, 
2026, 6 pm, at the Spencer Co. Cooperative  
Extension Service Office.  Meal will be   
provided. 
 The first session will focus on 
“Beginning with the End in Mind,” which 
will be led by Dr. Steve Isaacs, UK Ag  
Economics Specialist.  Steve will have a 
very informative and engaging presentation 
to kick us off.  We will have other meetings 
in the spring as well and those 
will be announced at a later time. 
 To register, please go to  
https://uky.info/SETGOALS2026 
or you can scan the QR code: 
 

Conservation Equipment Rental 
 This is a reminder that the Spencer 
County Conservation District has 2 7 foot 
drills and a fertilizer buggy for rent.  They 
are now housed at a new location. 
 B&W Rental, 58 Elk Park Road,  
Taylorsville, is where they are located.  YOU 
MUST CALL FIRST BEFORE GETTING 
THE EQUIPMENT.  The number is 477-
RENT. 
 For more information on this program, 
you can contact Doloras at the Conservation  
Office at 477-1157. 
 

Beef Management Webinar Series   
       The Beef Webinar Series continues into 
2026.  If you received this from another source, 
or have not registered previously, then please 
send an email to dbullock@uky.edu with Beef 
Webinar in the subject line and your name and 
county in the message.  You will receive the di-
rect link with a password the morning of each 
meeting. This invitation will directly link you to 
the site and you will be asked for the password 
which can be found just below the link. Each 
session will be recorded.and posted for later 
viewing. All meeting times are 8:00pm 
ET/7:00pm CT  

January 8, 2026:  Making the Most of the 
Good Years: Profits, Reinvestment, and Tax 
Management in Beef Cattle Operations –   
Jonathan Shepherd, Agricultural Extension 
Specialist, University of Kentucky  
 
February 12, 2026:  Impact of Bull Nutrition 
During Development on Semen Quality –  
Pedro Fontes, Associate Professor, University 
of Georgia  
 
March 12, 2026:  Bull Selection Practices in 
Kentucky: What are we Doing Right and What 
Could we Improve! – Darrh Bullock 
 
Non-Discriminatory Statement 
 The Martin-Gatton College of Agriculture, 
Food and Environment is an Equal Opportunity 
Organization with respect to education and  
employment and authorization to provide research, 
education information and other services only to 
individuals and institutions that function without 
regard to economic or social status and will not 
discriminate on the basis of race, color, ethnic 
origin, national origin, creed, religion, political 
belief, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, 
gender expression, pregnancy, marital status, ge-
netic information, age, veteran status, physical or 
mental disability or reprisal or retaliation for prior 
civil rights activity. 
 Reasonable accommodation of disability 
may be available with prior notice. Program  
information may be made available in languages 
other than English. 
 Inquiries regarding compliance with Title 
VI and Title VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, 
Title IX of the Educational Amendments, Section 
504 of the Rehabilitation Act and other related 
matter should be directed to 
Equal Opportunity Office, Martin-Gatton College 
of Agriculture, Food and Environment, University 
of Kentucky, Room S-105, Agriculture Science 
Building, North Lexington, Kentucky 40546, 
the UK Office of Equal Opportunity, 13 Main 
Building, University of Kentucky, Lexington, KY 
40506-0032, or 
US Department of Agriculture, Office of the As-
sistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400 Independ-
ence Avenue, SW, Washington, D.C. 20250-9410. 

https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fuky.info%2FSETGOALS2026&data=05%7C02%7Cbryce.roberts%40uky.edu%7Cdee2db82a9c74d43df2b08de27a5ffe7%7C2b30530b69b64457b818481cb53d42ae%7C0%7C0%7C638991791080376248%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB
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